
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Olga Bezhanova       

Department: Foreign Languages and Literature  Phone Number: (618) 650-2082 

E-mail Address: obezhan@siue.edu                Campus Box: 1432 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position.  

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [X] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [   ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  8 hours 
(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    No 

    

 

Location of research/creative activities: Lovejoy Library; FLTC Lab (Peck Hall) 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
I need a student to help me in my work on my new book titled "Literature of the Crisis: Spain’s Artistic Response to 

the Global Economic Crisis." Every week, the student will receive a specific assignment that will consist of 

accessing newspapers and magazines in Spanish, working with library databases, creating an annotated 

bibliography, and consulting catalogs of the leading publishing houses in Spain. At the end of the week, the student 

will have a scheduled meeting with the professor to discuss the results of the student's research and establish goals 

for next week. These meetings will be conducted in Spanish. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 
   The student's responsibilities will include: 

   1) Creating a weekly digest of newspaper and magazine articles dealing with the economic crisis in Spain. The 

sources consulted will be limited to Spanish newspapers and magazines. 

   2) Crafting an annotated bibliography of the recently published scholarly books and articles on the subject of the 

economic crisis in Spain and the artistic response to the crisis. 

   3) Accessing the catalogs of the major publishing houses in Spain to track the publication of materials relating to 

the project. 

   4) Discussing the results of the student's research with the professor in order to see how they fit in with the goals 

of this research project. 

     All of these activities will be conducted in Spanish. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 
   By the end of this experience the student will achieve the following results: 

   1) An improvement in all 4 major linguistic skills in the Spanish language (speaking, reading, writing, and 

listening comprehension). 

   2) Learning how to use the MLA, JSTOR, and WorldCat databases and create annotated bibliographies of 

scholarly sources, which is one of the skills needed for the successful completion of the Senior Essay project with 

the FLL Department. 

   3) Finding out how to access the new publications by the leading publishing houses in Spain. 

   4) Becoming familiar with the current artistic production in Spain. 

   5) Vastly increasing the vocabulary of business terminology in Spanish. 

   All of these skills will be very useful to a student pursuing a Major in Spanish and planning to write a Senior 

Essay with the Department of Foreign Languages and Literature. 



Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

N/A 

 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation? The research activity does not involve off campus work.   

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 
This project requires students to have taken a 300-level course in Spanish and have earned at least a grade of B in it. 

In addition, I can only select students who have demonstrated proficiency (both oral and written) in Spanish. Proof 

of proficiency may consist of a successful completion (with a grade of B or higher) of the SPAN 301 course (or an 

equivalent course) or a successful completion of the Spanish Placement Exam at the Department of Foreign 

Languages and Literature. 

 

 

 

 


